
Project 1: Repeated Pattern Design with Relief Printmaking 
 

 

Mizin Shin, How Things Are Made, 2017  

CEPA Gallery, Buffalo, NY 

Over 400 prints (34” x 34” each) are used for the installation. 
 

“The term installation art is used to describe large-scale, mixed-media constructions, often designed 
for a specific place or for a temporary period of time.”  
-Tate Modern Art Terms  
 

For this project, you and a small team of 2-3 students will design a square image with black marker on 

paper, which will become a repeated pattern design. We’ll then digitize these images with Adobe 

Photoshop and use the ShopBot CNC router to carve 20” x 20” printing blocks. Your team will calculate 

the number of prints needed, print blocks by hand, and attach them to the walls of the SpaceLab, with a 

public reception. Watch this video tutorial explaining methods of using pattern design and CNC router. 
 

Important: Project management is key in this collaborative analog/digital assignment, which requires a 

variety of distinct tools and procedures. Keep an eye on the Course Schedule to make sure your team 

stays on track for project completion. See the project details in Canvas for more examples of 

contemporary and historical artists and designers working with repeated pattern and wallpaper design. 
 

Grading Rubric Needs 

work 

Adequate Outstanding 

Technique: Prints exhibit a grasp of how to use both the CNC router and 
every tool in the carving set. They’re printed well, with no areas under- or 
over-inked, and carved details remain consistent throughout printing. 

 

15 pts 

 

20 pts 

 

25 pts 

Concept/context: 
Concept, textures, value relationships, and composition of images 
demonstrate creativity, originality, and ambition. It’s clear you took time to 
experiment with a variety of markmaking techniques. You worked well with 
your group to design an image whose content is strengthened in repetition. 

 

 

15 pts 

 

 

20 pts 

 

 

25 pts 

Craft: prints and installation reveal the artist’s attention to detail. 15 pts 20 pts 25 pts 

Self Evaluation (written)  6 pts 8 pts 10 pts 

Dialogue (verbal) 9 pts 12 pts 15 pts 

 

Susanna Crum   |   FINA-S 240: Basic Printmaking Media 

https://www.mizinshin.com/how-things-are-made-vol-1
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms
https://youtu.be/FTY-CSjk4nQ


PROJECT RESULTS 

Ad Infinitum collaborative installation by FINA-S 240 students, September 2019, SpaceLab Gallery, IU Southeast 
 

 

Earth to Sky collaborative installation by FINA-S 240 students, February 2020, SpaceLab Gallery, IU Southeast 
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